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COMPARING ABORIGINAL CRIME DATA IN THE U.S. AND CANADA

It is difficult to assess crime rates for Aboriginal people in Canada because there has been unwillingness to collect racial data at the policing level.(
)  The best data available are from prison records of incarceration and victimization survey reports.  Incarceration data for Canadian provinces and some U.S. States show that adult Aboriginal people (American Indians in the U.S.) are over-represented as a share of the inmate population relative to the share in the adult population.  This is particularly true in the Prairie Provinces where Aboriginal people are found in greater number.  Also, national victimization data in both countries show that Aboriginal people are more likely to be victims than others in the rest of the population.  
ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ARE OVER-REPRESENTED IN

CANADIAN AND U.S. PENITENTIARIES(
)
The publication Adult Correctional Services in Canada 2002-03 highlights some characteristics of sentenced inmates such as Aboriginal status at the provincial level.  Figure 1 provides a provincial breakdown of the share of the federal, provincial and territorial inmate population that are Aboriginal people in 2002-2003 and the share of the Aboriginal people in the overall population.  


[image: image4.emf]Figure 1:  Aboriginal adults overrepresented in admissions to
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*Admission data exclude less serious crimes and those diverted to alternate sentencing.


The presence of Aboriginal people in the adult inmate population varies widely across Canada.  The western provinces are home to the largest proportion of Aboriginal people in the population as well as the greatest disproportionate representation of adult admissions to custody.  For example, in 2002-2003 the proportion of Aboriginal people admitted to adult provincial facilities in Saskatchewan (78%) was almost ten times that of their proportion in the adult provincial population (8%).  In Manitoba, 68% of admissions to provincial custody were Aboriginal people (compared to 7% in the provincial adult population) and in Alberta 39% of admissions were Aboriginal people (compared to 2% in the provincial adult population).  In other jurisdictions the proportion of Aboriginal inmates is consistently higher than their proportion in the general adult population.

The U.S. National Corrections Reporting Program 2000 (latest available data) also contains prison admissions broken down by characteristics of sentenced inmates.  Overall, American Indians are not over-represented in adult admissions to custody.  In the U.S., 1.3% of admissions to custody were American Indians (compared to a 1.4% share in the general population).  This is mainly due to the fact that the American Indian population is concentrated in certain states.  For instance, northern prairie states bordering Canada are home to many American Indian tribes.  In states such as Minnesota and North Dakota, the proportion of American Indians admitted to adult facilities is higher than that of their proportion in the general population.  For example, the proportion of American Indians admitted to adult facilities in Minnesota (8%) was almost 8 times that of their proportion in the general population (1%).  In North Dakota, 18% of admissions to custody were American Indians (compared to a 5% share in the general population).(
)
Comparing both sets of data is difficult.  The number of people incarcerated largely depends on the incarceration policy of each country and each country’s states and/or provinces.  There are essentially more incarcerations in the U.S. then in Canada.  Canada’s incarceration rate was at 116 per 100,000 persons while the U.S. had an incarceration rate of 702 per 100,000 in 2002(
).  Tougher incarceration policies are in part responsible for this.  An examination of the rise of imprisonment from 1992 to 2001 concluded that the entire increase was a result of changes in sentencing policy and practice.  These include such measures as “three strikes,” mandatory sentencing, and “truth in sentencing.”(
)  Such policies and others like “The War on Drugs” and “Get tough on Crimes” do not find their equivalent in Canada.  Moreover, these policies tend to introduce a bias in the representation of ethnic minorities in prisons because crime tends to be correlated with the poverty and social hardship that is often present amongst ethnic minorities living in urban areas.(
)  Therefore, although Aboriginal people (American Indians) are over-represented in adult admissions to custody in both the Canadians Prairies and in some prairie border States, it is not possible to compare each level of over-representation.

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE VICTIMIZED IN

BOTH CANADA AND THE U.S. 

Statistics Canada conducts a survey on criminal victimization every five years as part of the General Social Survey Program (GSSP).(
)  According to the 1999 GSSP, approximately 35% of the Aboriginal population reported having been the victim of at least one crime in the 12 months preceding the survey.  This was much higher than the proportion of non‑Aboriginal people (26%) who were victimized in the same time period – about 1.34 times higher than the national rate.  Part of the reason for this difference is attributed to the fact that the Aboriginal population in Canada is relatively young compared with the overall population, and young people are more likely to be victimized than their older counterparts.(
)  

Figure 2 shows the type of offences Aboriginal people face the most.  Rates of theft of personal property were similar for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.
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However, Aboriginal people experienced violent crime at a rate that was nearly three times greater than that of non-Aboriginal people (307 versus 110 incidents per 1,000 population)

U.S. Statistics on crime victimization amongst American Indians are collected by the National Crime Victimization Survey and are reported by the U.S. Department of Justice in the publication American Indians and Crime 1999(
).  The data are averages calculated over the 1992-1996 period.  According to the data, American Indians have higher per capita rates of violent criminal victimization than whites, blacks, or Asians in the United States.  Table 1 indicates that the average annual violent crime rate among American Indians age 12 and older was 12.43% – about 2½ times the national rate.  As in Canada, one of the reasons for this is that the American Indian population tends to be younger than the rest of the national population and young people are more likely to be victimized than their older counterparts.(
) 

	Table 1:  Annual Average violent victimization rates for persons

age 12 or older by race 1992-1966

	
	Annual average

Population

age 12 and older
	Number of

violent

victimization
	Rate of violent victimization

for person age 12 and older

	All races
	213,600,000
	10,748,828
	5.03%

	American Indians
	1,204,014
	149,614
	12.43%

	White
	180,543,158
	8,880,083
	4.92%

	Black
	25,587,158
	1,570,386
	6.14%

	Asian
	6,325,003
	184,743
	2.92%

	Source:  U.S. Department of Justice, American Indians and Crime.


Table 2 indicates that the most common type of violent crime experienced by American Indian victims was simple assault (56%).  Among all the violent crimes reported by American Indians, 28% were aggravated assault, 10% robbery, and 6% rape/sexual assault. Asian and black victims of violence were more likely than American Indian or white victims to have reported a robbery.  Generally, the types of violent crimes experienced by American Indians were similar to those found across the Nation.  

	Table 2:  Annual average rate or rape and sexual assault,

robbery, and assault by race of victim, 1992-1996

	
	Number of victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 or older

	
	All

races
	American

Indian
	White
	Black
	Asian

	Violent victimization
	50
	124
	49
	61
	29

	Rape/sexual assault
	2
	7
	2
	3
	1

	Robbery
	6
	12
	5
	13
	7

	Aggravated assault
	11
	35
	10
	16
	6

	Simple assault
	31
	70
	32
	30
	15

	Source:  U.S. Department of Justice, American Indians and Crime.


The Canadian and U.S. victimization data are comparable and as the figures show, the gap between the victimization rates is not large.  In Canada and in U.S. States where there is a strong presence of American Indians, Aboriginal people and American Indians are more likely to be victims than the rest of the population partly because they are younger.
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(�)	Scot Wortley (professor), University of Toronto, in an interview at CBC news, 26 May 2005.


(�)	In selected U.S. States.


(�)	Data on the number of American Indian inmates for the states of Idaho and Montana are not readily available.


(�)	� HYPERLINK "http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/text/pblct/guideorateur/sec7_e.shtml" ��http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/text/pblct/guideorateur/sec7_e.shtml�. 


(�)	Jennifer C. Karberg and Allen J. Beck, “Trends in U.S. Correctional Populations: Findings from the Bureau of Justice Statistics,” presented at the National Committee on Community Corrections, Washington, D.C., 16 April 2004.


(�)	U.S. Census Bureau, “Poverty Status of Families, by Type of Family, Presence of Related Children, Race, and Hispanic Origin:  1959 to 1998,” accessed online at �HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/histpov/hstpov4.html"��http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/ histpov/hstpov4.html�, on 18 November 1999. 


(�)	Statistics Canada, Catalogue 85F0033MIE.


(�)	Ibid.  In 2001, the median age of the Aboriginal population in Canada was about 13 years younger than the general population; a result of a higher birth rate.


(�)	American Indians and Crime, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, 1999.


(�)	In 1998 the median age of the American Indian population is nearly 8 years younger than the U.S. resident.
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				Aboriginal people more likely to be victims of violent crime

				Toal Canada		Aboriginal victims		Non-Aboriginal victims

		Theft personal property		75		80		77

		Violent crime		110		307		110

		Total personal Crime		185		387		187
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Sheet2

		Table 1: Admissions to provincial/territorial and federal custody, 2002/03*

				Share of Aboriginal people in adult inmate population		Share of Aboriginal people in adult general population

		Quebec		2		1

		Prince Edward Island		3		1

		Newfoundland and Labrador		6		3

		Nova Scotia		6		1

		New Brunswick		7		3

		Ontario		9		1

		Federal total		18		2

		British Columbia		20		2

		Provincial/territorial total		21		2

		Alberta		39		2

		Manitoba		68		7

		Saskatchewan		78		8





Sheet1

		Table 1: Admissions to provincial/territorial and federal custody, 2002/03*

				Total		Aboriginal		Total Aboriginal

				Admissions		Admitted		Population		Aboriginal Population		Adult Population

						%		%

		Newfoundland and Labrador		1,561		…		3		11828		410,082		0

		Prince Edward Island		859		3		1		847		104,596		3.7031687024

		Nova Scotia		3,037		6		1		10716		733,642		4.1076229669

		New Brunswick		3,434		7		8		50022		590,973		0.8269983207

		Quebec		43,080		2		1		43304		5,876,872		2.7142397931

		Ontario		103,151		9		1		108061		9,291,555		7.7385916288

		Manitoba		18,014		68		7		62341		869,118		9.4801212685

		Saskatchewan		15,018		78		8		60038		742,394		9.6450134915

		Alberta		25,845		39		2		49370		2,349,762		18.5620251165

		British Columbia		33,277		20		2		73761		3,233,292		8.7669418799

		Yukon		546		76		24		5387		22,636		3.193495452

		Northwest Territories		955		83		33		9600		28,712		2.4823916667

		Nunavut		437						22720		16,670

		Provincial/territorial total		249,214		21		1.77		430126		24,270,304

		Federal total		7,659		18		1.77		430126		24,270,304

		Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 85-211

		*Admissions data excludes less serious crimes and those diverted to alternate sentencing.
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