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FIREARMS FACTS UPDATE





STATISTICS CANADA CONTRADICTS JUSTICE MINISTER ON EFFECTIVNESS OF MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES


 - ESPECIALLY FOR FIREARMS LEGISLATION 





April 14, 2005 Hansard - Hon. Irwin Cotler (Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.):  Mr. Speaker, we take all crime seriously.  When it comes to mandatory minimum, we will not go ahead and introduce something that all the evidence shows is neither effective nor a deterrent.  We want to combat crime, but not with ineffective deterrents.





April 15, 2005 Hansard - Hon. Paul Harold Macklin (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.):  Mr. Speaker, the hon. member really should do a little research. If he did the research, he would find out that mandatory minimum penalties do not generally work.  If we look at the experience in the United States, we will see that they are now removing so many of their mandatory minimum sentences simply because the courts and the lawyers in the system have found ways around them and they really have not become effective as deterrents. Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member looks at the record he will find out that we have more mandatory minimum sentences relating to gun use and gun crime than any other area within our law. The fact is that is already in place and we have to work with many tools within our arsenal in order to deal with crime. Mandatory minimums are there, but we also need to put resources with our police. We need to make sure they have all the tools necessary to meet the needs of our communities.





April 18, 2005 – BREITKREUZ’S REQUEST TO LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT


Last week both the Justice Minister and his Parliamentary Secretary said that they have "evidence" that mandatory minimums sentences don't work (see Hansard references).  The Parliamentary Secretary even implied that mandatory minimum sentences for firearms crimes aren't working.  What evidence is the Justice Department using and wonders why all Parliamentarians don't have access to this research?  These were the only measures in Bill C-68 that had the support of all parties in 1995.  Isn't it odd that the government would state categorically that mandatory minimum sentences do not work to curtail the criminal use of firearms but (in the face of all evidence to the contrary) that the gun registry does?





June 27,  2005 – LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT RESPONSE: There is little research dealing with the effectiveness of mandatory minimum sentences in Canada, particularly in the area of firearms legislation. 


For full report click here:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.garrybreitkreuz.com/publications/2005_lp_minsent_06_27.doc" ��http://www.garrybreitkreuz.com/publications/2005_lp_minsent_06_27.doc�





June 27, 2005 – STATISTICS CANADA: We cannot measure the effectiveness of the mandatory minimum sentencing provisions pertaining to firearms.


For full report click here:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.garrybreitkreuz.com/publications/2005_statscan_min_06_27.doc" ��http://www.garrybreitkreuz.com/publications/2005_statscan_min_06_27.doc�
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