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December 27,2006

Honourable Marie Poulin, President
Liberal Party of Canada
81 Metcalfe Street, Suite 400
Ottawa, Ontario
KlP 6M8

Dear Mme. Poulin:
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On behalf of the 30,000 members of the BC Wildlife Federation I am writing to express
our concem over the passage of Resolutions #7 and#42 at the recent Liberal Party
convention. These resolutions tell huntets and responsible firearms owners that they are
not welcome in the Liberal ParW

These resolutions illustrate the bias ofthe Liberal Party of Canada against civilian
firearms ownership and their ignorance of hunting and recreational shooting sports in
particular. Apparently, they are not aware tlat competitive shooting is an intemationally
recognized sport.

Resolution #7 commits the Liberal Party of Canada to suppo(ing the IJN's efforts to
unilaterally abridge the dghts of fireaxm owners under the guise of regulating
intemational arms sales.

Resolution #7 erroneously equates the civilian ownership of firearms with political
instability and economic disruption. As the LIN's efforts do not affect govemmental arms
sales and do not differentiate between freedom fighters and criminals, the Liberal Party of
Canada appears to prefer to blame the victims rather than conupt and genocidal
governments. This resolution foolishly assumes that intemational law and the
Intemational Criminal Court, who have already decided that they do not have jurisdiction,
will protect defenseless populations from genocide.

Resolution #42 calls for the elimination of the oersonal use of automatic and semi-
automatic firearms.

Resolution #42 illustrates the abysmal ignorance ofthe Liberal Party of Canada about
firearms as this resolution enoneously equates semi-automatic and fully automatic
firearms.

This confusion leads the authors ofthis resolution to claim that all semi-automatic
firearms are illegal for hunting purposes. This is false; semi-automatic firearms are legal



for hunting and have been so used for over 100 years, while fully automatic firearms are
limited to military purposes. Many types of semi-automatic rifles and shotguns are legally
used by hunters for bird hunting, such as ducks, and for small and big game animals.
Recreational shooters use semi-automatic shotguns for trap and skeet shooting.

Fully-automatic firearms are limited to military purposes and have been prohibited for
most civilian uses in both Canada and the United States for decades.

These resolutions illushate the continuing failure of the Liberal Party of Canad4 and
previous Liberal governments, to develop sound policies. Unfortunately, Liberals appear
to prefer to focus on firearms rather than the perpetrators themselves. The firearms
registry, for example, targets responsible firearms owners rather than criminals.

We urge the Liberal Party of Carada to concentrate on criminals if they wish to improve
public safety. We believe there should be a registry to track violent offenders who live in
the community. At present there is no requirement to force violent criminals to report
their whereabouts to local law enforcement. Ironicaily, legal, law-abiding firearms owners
must report their current address to authorities, while violent offenders do not, even
though these criminals pose the greater threat to public safety.

On behalf of the 30,000 members of the BC Wildlife Federation I urge the Liberal Party
of Canada to scrap or disavow these resolutions.

Respectfirlly yours,

lf /eu/,tt'
Wilf Pfleiderer
President
BC Wildlife Federation

Cc: Hon. St6phane Dion, MP
Leader of the Official Opposition
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Bob Rae
Bob Rae Campaign Oifice
468 Queen Street East, Suite 105
Toronto, Ontario M5A 1T7



Hon. Scott Brison, MP
House of Commons :j

Ottawa, Ontat'io KIA 0AS
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Right Honourable Stefhen Harpei,.
Prime Minister i
House of Commons t
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 04'6

Honourable Stockwell Day, MP
Minister of Public Safety
House of Commons
Ottawa. Ontario KIA 0A6

Honourable Victor Toews. MP
Minister of Justice
House of Commons
Ottawa" Ontario KIA 046


