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Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A9


19 June 2006

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz, M.P.

Room 685

Confederation Building

House of Commons

Ottawa

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:

In response to your request of 14 June 2006 concerning statistics on spousal homicides by type of weapon since 1995, I am pleased to provide you with two tables prepared by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.

These tables depict the homicides committed by male and female spouses for the period 1995 through 2004, broken down into fourteen categories, including Fully Automatic Firearm; Sawed-Off Rifle/Shotgun; Handgun; and Rifle-Shotgun.  The data show that 9.5% of all spousal homicides in 2004 were due to the use of a long gun (rifle or a shotgun), while a further 12.2% were due to the use of a handgun or a sawed-off rifle/shotgun.  Over a ten year period, 17.1% of all spousal homicides involved rifles and shotguns (long guns), while the proportion of spousal homicides involving all firearms was 27.4%.
With regard to your request concerning statistics presented during the 8th meeting of the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security, specifically the statement that 71% of the firearms assaults perpetrated against women involve long guns (rifle and shotgun), compared to 29% of the assaults perpetrated against men, I have not been able to find the source of these statistics.  However, according to the Statistics Canada’s Incidence-based Uniform Crime Report survey (UCR2) for 2004, 15.7% of firearm assaults (aggravated assaults and assaults causing bodily harm) against women involved rifles or shotguns, while the percentage of assaults perpetrated against men was 7.7%.

Should you require further information on this or any other subject, please do not hesitate to contact the Parliamentary Information and Research Service.


Yours sincerely,


Lyne Casavant

Law and Government Division


Parliamentary Information 


   and Research Service

LC/ad

Encl.

STATISTICS ON LONG GUNS AND FAMILY VIOLENCE
	Year
	Gender of victim
	Spousal(1) Homicides, by weapon, 1999-2004

	
	
	Fully automatic firearm
	Sawed-off rifle/ shotgun
	Handgun
	Rifle – includes shotgun
	Knife
	Other piercing/

cutting instrument
	Club/blunt instrument
	Fire, boiling liquid, acid
	Ligature (rope, belt, cable etc.)
	Poison, drugs, gas, fumes
	Motor Vehicle
	Other weapon – specify
	Hands, feet, etc.
	Unknown
	Total

	1995
	Female
	 
	3
	6
	12
	23
	2
	5
	1
	 
	1
	 
	5
	12
	1
	71

	 
	Male
	 
	1
	 
	3
	15
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	21

	 
	Total
	 
	4
	6
	15
	38
	3
	6
	1
	 
	1
	 
	5
	12
	1
	92

	1996
	Female
	1
	1
	4
	17
	18
	2
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	13
	 
	63

	 
	Male
	 
	1
	 
	3
	9
	 
	2
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	1
	1
	19

	 
	Total
	1
	2
	4
	20
	27
	2
	4
	 
	 
	2
	 
	5
	14
	1
	82

	1997
	Female
	 
	2
	7
	14
	17
	1
	7
	 
	 
	2
	1
	 
	11
	1
	63

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	3
	6
	 
	2
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	13

	 
	Total
	 
	2
	7
	17
	23
	1
	9
	 
	 
	3
	1
	 
	12
	1
	76

	1998
	Female
	 
	3
	2
	12
	17
	3
	6
	1
	2
	 
	1
	3
	6
	1
	57

	 
	Male
	 
	1
	1
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	13

	 
	Total
	 
	4
	3
	12
	27
	3
	6
	1
	2
	 
	1
	3
	7
	1
	70

	1999
	Female
	 
	1
	5
	16
	14
	 
	5
	 
	2
	1
	1
	1
	11
	1
	58

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	1
	7
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	10

	 
	Total
	 
	1
	5
	17
	21
	 
	6
	 
	2
	1
	1
	1
	12
	1
	68

	2000
	Female
	 
	 
	8
	8
	14
	2
	2
	1
	5
	1
	1
	2
	7
	1
	52

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	3
	10
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	16

	 
	Total
	 
	 
	8
	11
	24
	2
	2
	2
	5
	2
	2
	2
	7
	1
	68

	2001
	Female
	 
	1
	6
	11
	17
	3
	8
	3
	4
	2
	 
	1
	11
	2
	69

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	1
	15
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	17

	 
	Total
	 
	1
	6
	12
	32
	3
	9
	3
	4
	2
	 
	1
	11
	2
	86

	2002
	Female
	 
	1
	4
	9
	23
	 
	5
	1
	6
	 
	2
	 
	15
	1
	67

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	1
	1
	11
	 
	 
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	16

	 
	Total
	 
	1
	5
	10
	34
	 
	5
	3
	7
	 
	2
	 
	15
	1
	83

	2003
	Female
	 
	4
	7
	10
	11
	3
	6
	 
	4
	2
	 
	 
	16
	1
	64

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	2
	8
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	1
	1
	 
	 
	14

	 
	Total
	 
	4
	7
	12
	19
	3
	6
	1
	4
	3
	1
	1
	16
	1
	78

	2004
	Female
	 
	2
	7
	6
	21
	1
	5
	1
	4
	 
	 
	2
	12
	1
	62

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	1
	8
	 
	2
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12

	 
	Total
	 
	2
	7
	7
	29
	1
	7
	1
	5
	 
	 
	2
	12
	1
	74

	Ten year total
	Female
	1
	18
	56
	115
	175
	17
	51
	8
	27
	9
	6
	19
	114
	10
	626

	
	Male
	0
	3
	2
	18
	99
	1
	9
	4
	2
	5
	2
	1
	4
	1
	151

	 
	Total
	1
	21
	58
	133
	274
	18
	60
	12
	29
	14
	8
	20
	118
	11
	777


(1)
Includes legally married, common-law, separated, divorced.
Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
	Year
	Gender of victim
	Spousal(1) Homicide rate(2) per 100,000, by weapon, 1999-2004

	
	
	Fully automatic firearm
	Sawed-off rifle/ shotgun
	Handgun
	Rifle – includes shotgun
	Knife
	Other piercing/ cutting instrument
	Club/ blunt instrument
	Fire, boiling liquid, acid
	Ligature (rope, belt, cable etc.)
	Poison, drugs, gas, fumes
	Motor Vehicle
	Other weapon – specify
	Hands, feet, etc.
	Unknown
	Total

	1995
	Female
	 
	0.04
	0.08
	0.15
	0.29
	0.03
	0.06
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.06
	0.15
	0.01
	0.90

	 
	Male
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.04
	0.20
	0.01
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.27

	 
	Total
	 
	0.03
	0.04
	0.10
	0.25
	0.02
	0.04
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.03
	0.08
	0.01
	0.59

	1996
	Female
	0.01
	0.01
	0.05
	0.21
	0.23
	0.03
	0.03
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.06
	0.16
	 
	0.79

	 
	Male
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.04
	0.12
	 
	0.03
	 
	 
	0.03
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	0.25

	 
	Total
	0.01
	0.01
	0.03
	0.13
	0.17
	0.01
	0.03
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.03
	0.09
	0.01
	0.52

	1997
	Female
	 
	0.02
	0.09
	0.17
	0.21
	0.01
	0.09
	 
	 
	0.02
	0.01
	 
	0.14
	0.01
	0.78

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.04
	0.08
	 
	0.03
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.17

	 
	Total
	 
	0.01
	0.04
	0.11
	0.15
	0.01
	0.06
	 
	 
	0.02
	0.01
	 
	0.08
	0.01
	0.48

	1998
	Female
	 
	0.04
	0.02
	0.15
	0.21
	0.04
	0.07
	0.01
	0.02
	 
	0.01
	0.04
	0.07
	0.01
	0.70

	 
	Male
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	 
	0.13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.16

	 
	Total
	 
	0.02
	0.02
	0.07
	0.17
	0.02
	0.04
	0.01
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	0.02
	0.04
	0.01
	0.44

	1999
	Female
	 
	0.01
	0.06
	0.20
	0.17
	 
	0.06
	 
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.13
	0.01
	0.71

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.09
	 
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.13

	 
	Total
	 
	0.01
	0.03
	0.11
	0.13
	 
	0.04
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.07
	0.01
	0.42

	2000
	Female
	 
	 
	0.10
	0.10
	0.17
	0.02
	0.02
	0.01
	0.06
	0.01
	0.01
	0.02
	0.08
	0.01
	0.63

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.04
	0.12
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	0.20

	 
	Total
	 
	 
	0.05
	0.07
	0.15
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.03
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.04
	0.01
	0.42

	2001
	Female
	 
	0.01
	0.07
	0.13
	0.20
	0.04
	0.10
	0.04
	0.05
	0.02
	 
	0.01
	0.13
	0.02
	0.82

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.18
	 
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.21

	 
	Total
	 
	0.01
	0.04
	0.07
	0.19
	0.02
	0.05
	0.02
	0.02
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	0.07
	0.01
	0.52

	2002
	Female
	 
	0.01
	0.05
	0.11
	0.27
	 
	0.06
	0.01
	0.07
	 
	0.02
	 
	0.18
	0.01
	0.79

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	0.13
	 
	 
	0.02
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.19

	 
	Total
	 
	0.01
	0.03
	0.06
	0.20
	 
	0.03
	0.02
	0.04
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.09
	0.01
	0.50

	2003
	Female
	 
	0.05
	0.08
	0.12
	0.13
	0.03
	0.07
	 
	0.05
	0.02
	 
	 
	0.19
	0.01
	0.75

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.02
	0.10
	 
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	 
	 
	0.17

	 
	Total
	 
	0.02
	0.04
	0.07
	0.11
	0.02
	0.04
	0.01
	0.02
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01
	0.09
	0.01
	0.46

	2004
	Female
	 
	0.02
	0.08
	0.07
	0.24
	0.01
	0.06
	0.01
	0.05
	 
	 
	0.02
	0.14
	0.01
	0.71

	 
	Male
	 
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.10
	 
	0.02
	 
	0.01
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.14

	 
	Total
	 
	0.01
	0.04
	0.04
	0.17
	0.01
	0.04
	0.01
	0.03
	 
	 
	0.01
	0.07
	0.01
	0.43

	Ten year total
	Female
	0.00
	0.02
	0.07
	0.14
	0.21
	0.02
	0.06
	0.01
	0.03
	0.01
	0.01
	0.02
	0.14
	0.01
	0.76

	
	Male
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.02
	0.12
	0.00
	0.01
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.19

	 
	Total
	0.00
	0.01
	0.04
	0.08
	0.17
	0.01
	0.04
	0.01
	0.02
	0.01
	0.00
	0.01
	0.07
	0.01
	0.48


(1)
Includes legally married, common-law, separated, divorced.
(2)
Rates are calculated per 100,000 legally married, common-law, separated and divorced spouses, 15 years of age and over,  based on estimates provided by Demography division, Statistics Canada.
Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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