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Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A9


28 June 2006

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz, M.P.

Room 685

Confederation Building

House of Commons

Ottawa

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:

In response to the questions set out in the letter to you from Gary Mauser, and my conversation with Dennis Young of your office, I am pleased to provide you with the following information.  

Although the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS) uses the population estimates provided to it by the Demography Division of Statistics Canada in its calculations, the information does not belong to them, but to the Demography Division of Statistics Canada.  To access this information, I suggest that Mr. Mauser request the data through a special order to the Demography Division of Statistics Canada.  

In regard to the firearms assaults question, I regret that I do not have the table Mr. Mauser is referring to in his letter.  The information was provided to me by an official from the CCJS in response to the statement made during the 8th meeting of the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security.  The Library of Parliament did not order this particular table from CCJS on the assaults committed with firearms broken down by sex of the victims, since your question was on the use of firearms in spousal homicides. 

That said, I do have a table (see enclosed) from CCJS that shows that handguns and other firearm-like weapons including starter pistols, flare guns and pellet guns were used far more commonly than long guns to commit major assaults (aggravated assaults and assaults causing bodily harm).  In 2004, long guns accounted for 9.9% of major assaults, whereas handguns accounted for 47.9% and other firearms (including, starter pistols, flare gun and pellet gun) accounted for the remaining 42.2%.  The information provided to you in my letter dated 19 June 2006 deals with firearms assaults only.  In 2004, long guns accounted for 15.7% of firearm assaults (aggravated assaults and assaults causing bodily harm) against women, whereas 
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they accounted for 7.7% of the aggravated assaults and assaults causing bodily harm perpetrated against men:  the remaining firearm assaults involved other types of firearms, including starter pistols, flare guns and pellet guns.  

Should you require further information on this or any other subject, please do not hesitate to contact the Parliamentary Information and Research Service.
Yours sincerely,

Lyne Casavant


Law and Government Division


Parliamentary Information

   and Research Service 

LC/ad

Encl.

Violations Against the Person Involving Firearms, by Type of Firearm Present, 2004

	
	Total – firearms
	Fully automatic firearm
	Sawed-off rifle, shotgun
	Handgun
	Rifle (includes shotgun)
	Other firearm-like weapon(1)

	Total – Crimes against the person
	5167
	135
	221
	3744
	413
	654

	Homicide(2)
	100
	4
	1
	72
	18
	5

	Attempted murder(3)
	121
	5
	12
	87
	7
	10

	Robbery
	3081
	40
	118
	2622
	136
	165

	Sexual assault(4)
	48
	6
	0
	32
	3
	7

	Major assault(5)
	979
	26
	37
	469
	97
	350

	Common assault
	152
	20
	9
	62
	38
	23

	Utter threats to person
	399
	19
	23
	203
	86
	68

	Criminal harassment
	23
	5
	4
	6
	4
	4

	Other crime against the person(6)
	264
	10
	17
	191
	24
	22


(1)
Other firearm-like weapon includes:  starter pistols; flare guns; pellet guns.

(2)
Homicide includes:  murder 1st degree; murder 2nd degree; manslaughter; infanticide.
(3)
Attempted murder includes:  attempted murder; conspire to commit murder.
(4)
Sexual assault includes:  aggravated sexual assault – level 3; sexual assault with a weapon – level 2; sexual assault – level 1; other sexual offences.
(5)
Major assault includes:  aggravated assault – level 3; assault with weapon or causing bodily harm – level 2; unlawfully causing bodily harm; discharge firearm with intent; assault against peace-public officer; criminal negligence causing bodily harm; other assaults.

(6)
Other crime against the person includes:  criminal negligence causing death; other related offences causing death kidnapping; hostage-taking; abduction under 14; abduction under 16; removal of children from Canada; abduction contravening a custody order; abduction-no custody order; extortion; explosives causing death/bodily harm; arson – disregard for human life; other violent violations.

Source:
UCR2 Research Database, Policing Services Program, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.

Note: 
Data are provided from a non-representative subset of 120 police departments accounting for approximately 58% of the national volume of crime.
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