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Garry Breitkreuz, M.P., Chair, 



July 24, 2006

Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security

c/o  Louise Hayes, Clerk of the Committee

180 Wellington Street, Room 621

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Canada

Tel: (613) 944-5635

Fax: (613) 992-9069

E-mail: SECU@parl.gc.ca 

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:

In its role of evaluating governmental efforts to improve public safety, I thought your Committee would be interested in seeing a comparison between recent trends in the homicide-rates for Canada and the US. 

I believe these trends will help your Committee evaluate the success of the Canadian effort improve public safety by licensing gun owners and registering firearms.

Since 1998 -- the year the Canadian firearm registry began -- the homicide rate in Canada has increased by 9 per cent. Specifically, the Canadian homicide rate rose from 1.84 per 100,000 population in 1998 to 2.00 in 2005.
 The homicide rate had been dropping in Canada since 1994, but that trend ended in 2003. The homicide rate has now increased for two consecutive years (2004 and 2005). 

During this same 7-year time period, the American homicide rate dropped by 9 per cent. The homicide rate in the United States fell from 6.30 in 1998 to just 5.76 in 2005
. 

In evaluating governmental programs, it is crucial to consider the long-term trend. This approach is analogous to evaluating a personal diet. If your goal is to lose weight, and the trend is in the right direction (i.e., you are losing weight), then it’s reasonable to conclude that you're on the right track. If not, you may wish to reconsider your diet.

The brief analysis presented here provides additional evidence that the new Conservative government is on the right track in its efforts to abandon the ineffective policies of the past. The former government’s policy of licensing firearm owners and registering firearms has clearly failed to reduce homicide rates. Despite an outrageous expenditure of over one billion dollars on this effort since 1997, there has been no demonstrable improvement in public safety. 

Some paid lobbyists defend the former government’s focus on firearms by arguing that the registry should be thought of as successful because firearm-related deaths have decreased. This argument is rather weak since Statistics Canada reports that total numbers of both homicides and suicides have increased since the registry was adopted. It would appear to be a hollow victory to claim that the registry is a success when no lives are saved. 

It is sometimes argued that the proper date for evaluating the firearm registry should be the year when registration and licensing became mandatory for all firearms owners (i.e., 2001), not the date that owners were first required to get a firearm licence and to register their firearms (1998). If we calculate the changes in homicide rates using 2001 instead of 1998, the failure of this approach is even more striking.

Between 2001 and 2005, the Canadian homicide rate increased by 12 per cent.
 This is particularly shocking because the increase is even greater despite the shorter time period.
 The increase in homicide rates for two successive years undermines the claim that the firearm registry is actually effective but that it just takes awhile to see the effects. The longer one waits, the greater the increase in homicide rate. 

It is important to note that the failure of the Canadian firearm registry to reduce the homicide rate is not unique. The even more stringent firearm laws of the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, and Jamaica, inter alia, have also failed to reduce homicide rates in those countries.
 Another example is Belgium where, despite strict firearm regulations, homicide has increased more than 40% since 2000
.

In closing, I would urge the Committee to consider that public safety might be better improved by focusing on violent criminals rather than on law-abiding people who happen to own firearms. 
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� The relevant Canadian homicide rates are reported by Statistics Canada in “Homicide in Canada, 2002,” by Josee Savoie, Juristat, Vol. 23, No. 8, in Table 14, Homicide Victim Rates; and in “Crime Statistics in Canada, 2005,” by Marie Gannon, Juristat, Vol. 26, No. 4, in Table 1, Criminal code incidents, Canada, 2001 – 2005.





� The homicide rates for the United States are published by the FBI in, Crime in the United States. These data, including the years 1998 and 2005, are available on the FBI website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm" ��http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm�. Despite the long-term decline in homicide rates in the US, the homicide rate for 2005 actually increased from 2004. This is the first time in several years that the US homicide rate has increased.





� As may be seen in Marie Gannon, Juristat, Vol. 26, No. 4, “Table 1. Criminal code incidents, Canada, 2001 – 2005,” the Canadian homicide rate jumped up from 1.78 per 100,000 population in 1998 to 2.00 in 2005.





� It is true, that during the same time period, the American homicide rate also increased. It increase by 3 per cent from 5.60 in 2001 to 5.76 in 2005. It should be noted that the American increase is just one-quarter the Canadian increase since 2001. 





� For more information on evaluating firearm laws in other countries, see Gary Mauser, The Failed Experiment: Gun Control and Public Safety in Canada, Australia, England and Wales, Public Policy Sources, No. 71, The Fraser Institute, Vancouver, BC. 2003, and “Do Restrictive Firearm Laws Help to Improve Public Safety? A Comparison of Violent Crime Trends in the Commonwealth and in the United States,” in Economic Affairs, the Institute of Economic Affairs, London, England (forthcoming).





� See the recent report on crime trends by the statistics directorate of the Belgian government, �HYPERLINK "http://statbel.fgov.be/figures/d352_nl.asp#2"��http://statbel.fgov.be/figures/d352_nl.asp#2�.





