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Hon. Stephane Dion, M.P., P.C.
Leader of the Opposition
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
KlA OA6

~

Dear Mr. Dion;

On behalf of the Delta Waterfowl Foundation, please accept our congratulations on your
election as Leader of the Liberal Party, and Leader of the Opposition. We are
encouraged by your commitment to the environment and our natural heritage, and look
forward to working with you in the cause of conservation.

There is one aspect of the recent Liberal convention that causes us concern. Resolution
42, adopted by the convention, calls for a ban on semi-automatic firearms. The
resolution states that semi-automatic firearms "do not support the hunting culture found
in all parts of Canada". In this respect, the resolution is not correct. In fact, semi-
automatic firearms are legally in wide use for duck, goose and upland bird hunting and
for hunting big game such as deer and moose in all regions of our country .The proposed
ban will seriously impact hundreds of thousands of hunters across Canada.

Delta Waterfowl supports reasonable and effective measures to ensure the safety of
society at large. However, placing a legal semi-automatic shotgun used to hunt ducks in
the same category as an automatic weapon intended for militarY purposes is not
appropriate, and would lead to unnecessary antagonism between Canada's 1.2 million
hunters and the Liberal Party of Canada. We have no quarrel with informed and
necessary initiatives to prevent misuse of firearms, but urge you to ensure that resolutions
by the Liberal Party to prevent criminal uses of firearms is based in fact and on actual
need. The real issues of firearm abuse have nothing to do with law-abiding hunters using
limited- capability, semi-automatic firearms for hunting, and there is no need to ban such

guns.
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Thank you for considering this matter further -we look forward to your reply, and your

support for the hunters of Canada.

Yours truly,
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Rob Olson
President
Delta Waterfowl Foundation

cc Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper ,
Prime Minister
Hon. Rob Nicholson,
Minister of justice/ Attorney General of Canada

Hon. Stockwell Day,
Minister of Public Safety
Hon. Marie Poulin, President
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Liberal Party of Canada
Real Menard, justice Critic
Bloc Quebecois
joe Comartin, N .D.P Deputy House Leader, Public Safety/justice Critic

New Democratic Party
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Hon. Larry Bagnell, Co-Chair, Outdoor Caucus
Provincial Wildlife Federations
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Ms. Shannon Wheeler, President
Canadian Sporting Arms and Ammunition Assoc.

Mr. Gordon Dickie, President
Canadian Shooting Sports Assoc.


