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The gang ‘crisis’ in several major Ca-
nadian cities is real enough – and becom-
ing a growing problem. There are exam-
ples from many other countries of just how
bad a gang problem can become if left un-
checked. However, in a hysterical rush to
action by politicians, who should have been
paying attention to a growing trend for, lo,
these past 15 years, it is clear that very lit-
tle is understood about the phenomenon.
As one citizen observed to the author, “If
Johnny Lunchpail can figure out what’s
going on by watching the 6:00 news, how
come the politicians can’t?” Indeed.

To begin with, since much in this ex-
position could be dismissed by the usual
suspects as being ‘inappropriate’ (i.e. po-
litically incorrect), a piece of my family
history might be entirely appropriate. One
of my grandfathers and a granduncle grew
up in the Irish slums of lower Manhattan at the
close of the 19th century. Their father had died
earlier, after inhaling live steam in an indus-
trial accident and as there was no social wel-
fare system to pick up the slack, their mother
turned to brewing bootleg whiskey to make a
living – tantamount in those days and that set-
ting to dealing in drugs now. The neighbour-
hood was desperately poor, crime-ridden and
the authorities were scarce on the ground.

Consequently, both boys were at consid-
erable risk of being drawn into one of the
many criminal gangs in the area. My grand-
uncle did and ended up as a thief, extortion-
ist, fraud artist (he rigged minor sporting

events for the punters) and gunman before his
career choice killed him in 1917. My grand-
father foreswore alcohol, worked hard, stayed
law-abiding and made his own way out of the
slums. His three children and ward all made
good, despite the vicissitudes of the Great
Depression and Second World War, during
their own young lives.

There are three points to draw from this:
1) Any community can generate criminal gangs

under the right circumstances;
2) Any community where principled individu-

als take action for themselves can free it-
self from this problem and;

3) There is always choice involved. Fundamen-

tally, every member of a gang has chosen
to be one.

This also means that a community
with a gang problem has either let it de-
velop or worsen through its own inac-
tivity and that – while circumstances of
society and community often will con-
tribute to a gang problem – nobody in
the Crips, Bloods, AK Kanon, Indian
Posse or whatever can claim environ-
ment and upbringing as a defence for
his conduct.

In one of the many episodes of ‘The
Simpsons,’ the town of Springfield is
menaced by an impending comet strike.
Predictably, much panic ensues until the
event actually happens and turns out not
to have been doomsday after all; where-
upon a number of the citizens decide
“Let’s burn down the observatory to
make sure this never happens again!”

In the aftermath of a startling year of
gang violence in Toronto – not to mention
growing problems in Edmonton, Vancouver
and Winnipeg – the issue has finally become
important. However, gang violence is not a sim-
ple problem with a simple solution. It repre-
sents numerous failures in our education, im-
migration, welfare, judicial and aboriginal poli-
cies; tackling the gangs will not be easy.

Human nature being what it is, ad hoc
responses from some politicians tried to
blame American and Canadian handgun own-
ers for the problem. These politicians could
feel right at home in the fictional cartoon
town of Springfield.

Gangs involved in narcotics don’t have
to bother with these improvisations. Cash flow
is no problem and they already have a clan-
destine pipeline for the movements of their
product. It is not that difficult to move hand-
guns into the pipeline and pay for them.
Moreover, in contrast to legally manufactured
handguns from legitimate European and US
suppliers, a plentiful supply of high quality
weapons for the gangs of the world is starting
to emerge.

The Glock-17 that came off a production
line in Austria has a serial number stamped on
it and a documented history. The cloned copy
from some unknown manufacturer in Eastern
Europe, South Asia, Latin America or China
might be just as good and is thoroughly
untraceable and much cheaper. These are al-
ready emerging throughout Europe and are now
appearing in North America’s cities.

If Canadian politicians actually “burn down
the observatory to make sure this never hap-
pens again,” be sure that the abolition of legal
handgun ownership will have no effect what-
soever on gang violence on Canada’s streets.
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