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20 June 2008
Mr. Garry Breitkreuz, M.P.

Room 685

Confederation Building
House of Commons

Ottawa

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:



In response to a 2 June 2008 request made by Dennis Young of your office concerning the discharge of firearms on private property, I am pleased to offer you the following information.  The content of this letter should in no way be construed as legal advice and is provided to you for your use only as a parliamentarian.  Anyone needing legal advice should consult private legal counsel.


Section 15 of the Storage, Display, Transportation and Handling of Firearms by Individuals Regulations (SOR/98-209) provides that an individual may load a firearm or handle a loaded firearm only in a place where the firearm may be discharged in accordance with all applicable Acts of Parliament and of the legislature of a province, regulations made under such Acts, and municipal by-laws.



The Storage, Display, Transportation and Handling of Firearms by Individuals Regulations was amended in 2004 (by SOR/2004-277) to repeal a list, which was not exhaustive, of lawful activities during which firearms might be used and provided that the storage and transportation regulations did not apply while engaged in those activities.  The list included the following activities:

· hunting and target shooting;

· participating in a course in the safe handling and use of firearms;

· controlling predators or other animals; and

· participating in parades, pageants or historical re-enactments.
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The list was repealed because it could have led to confusion by suggesting that only these activities were lawful.



With regard to the discharge of firearms on private property for the purpose of target shooting, the chief firearms officer can approve the lawful discharge of restricted and prohibited firearms.



Pursuant to section 29 of the Firearms Act, no one can operate a shooting range without the approval of the chief firearms officer.



Section 17 of the Firearms Act deals with places where prohibited and restricted firearms may be possessed.  Essentially, these types of firearms must be kept in the dwelling house of the registered owner, unless the chief firearms officer has authorized otherwise.



Finally, section 19 of the Firearms Act sets out the circumstances within which a chief firearms officer may issue an authorization to transport prohibited or restricted firearms between the dwelling-house and other specified locations, such as where the firearm is to be used in target shooting.



With regard to antique or non-restricted firearms, it appears that the discharge of these types of firearms on private property may be determined by the municipal, provincial or territorial authorities.  For instance, under bylaw 11-2007 of Strathcona County (Alberta), 
it is prohibited to use or discharge a firearm within 183 meters of any occupied building in an urban area (section 5.3 and 5.4).



Should you require further information on this or any other subject, please do not hesitate to contact the Parliamentary Information and Research Service.


Yours sincerely,


Dominique Valiquet, Analyst

Law and Government Division


Parliamentary Information


   and Research Service
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