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The Bloc-NDP-Liberal Coalition and violent crime

Gary Mauser

The Liberal coalition with the Bloc Québecois and the NDP is usually criticized for irresponsible economic policies, but the leadership of this back-room concoction also dream of returning to the failed criminal justice policies of the Chrétien era. The Conservatives are the only political party that proposes making basic changes to the criminal-coddling legislation that is the Liberal legacy.

The Harper Conservatives believe that it is time to crack down on violent criminals and repeat offenders. Unfortunately, the opposition parties in parliament have repeatedly thwarted these common-sense policies. Despite this obstructionism, the Conservatives have managed to get a small number of needed reforms through parliament. If the Bloc/NDP/Liberal coalition ever gains power, even these modest improvements would be swept away, and we would be forced to watch helplessly as violent and repeat offenders continue to prey on their victims. 

Make no mistake: Liberal crime policies are failures. The gun registry wasted at least 2 billion dollars and had no discernable impact on the violent crime or homicide rates. Before the imposition of the new gun law in 2001 the homicide rate had been falling; since that time the homicide rate has stopped falling and has remained essentially stable. In 2002 the Liberals passed the Youth Criminal Justice Act which was designed to minimize the time that young criminals spend in prison on the theory that jail time is too harsh. This may be true for youth who commit minor crimes, but it makes no sense for those who have committed serious offences such as murder, aggravated assault or armed robbery. A recent report by Statistics Canada showed that these reforms allowed more and more violent criminals to remain on the streets. The number of young offenders between the ages of 12 and 17 incarcerated in Canadian jails or prisons dropped 36% since 2002.  Unsurprisingly, violent crimes committed by youths have increased steadily -- with the most serious crimes soaring. The overall violent crime rate for youths has grown by 3%, while homicide rates for youths almost doubled (jumping from 1.7 in 2002 to 3.0 in 2007); other violent crimes committed by youths are also climbing: aggravated assault rates increased by 36%, and robbery with a firearm rates increased by 22% since 2002. 

Coalition leaders are surprisingly coy about announcing what they would do about guns and violence if they were to form a government. All we know is what they said during the recent election; although, admittedly, their campaign promises might not mean too much. During the election, the Liberals and the Bloc assured us that banning semi-automatic rifles and shotguns would cut down the numbers of shootings in Toronto nightclubs and stop violent criminals in their tracks. The NDP claimed on banning handguns was the magic solution to Toronto’s crime problem. All three parties insisted on retaining the long gun registry.

Clearly, the coalition leaders have learned nothing from past failures such as the gun registry. Instead of building prisons to house violent criminals, these “progressive” politicians seem to believe that crime can be held in check by ever-larger bureaucracies. Are they fools, or do they think we are? It’s not duck hunters who are shooting each other in Toronto or Vancouver nightclubs. It’s not target shooters who stage home invasions, rob gun stores or have shoot outs with other drug dealers. Every study of crime guns has shown that very few (1% - 16%) were ever registered or stolen from legal owners. The lion’s share of crime guns is smuggled into Canada by criminals for criminals. 

Despite all evidence, the coalition believes in gun bans. Anyone who legally owns a handgun or semi-auto rifle or shotgun risks becoming a criminal if the Liberal/Bloc/NDP coalition comes to power. Your beautiful Browning Citori or Remington 1100 could be banned as a threat to public safety. Don’t laugh. It happened in Australia. In the mid 1990s the Australian government banned, confiscated and destroyed all legally owned semi-automatic firearms in the country. Of course, criminals did not comply; just hunters and target shooters. 

The Liberals, NDP and the Bloc Quebecois may be tough on guns, but they are soft on criminals. They have continually opposed any reform of Canada’s criminal justice system. The three opposition parties worked together to howl down any legislative proposals made by the Conservatives. It was impossible for the Conservatives to seriously discuss amendments in the parliamentary committees, which is the proper place for serious consideration of bills, because the opposition parties would stall and amended bills just in order to sabotage them. The only way Prime Minister Harper could get legislation through parliament was to force the Liberals to back down. The Liberals knew they were unable to contest an election, so, while they would loudly criticize the government, they made sure to keep enough Liberal MPs away from parliament on voting day, so they would not risk bringing down the government. 

Despite the obstructionist tactics of the opposition parties during the past few years, the Conservatives were able to force a few common sense changes through parliament. The primary changes to the criminal code that were passed in 2008 over the strenuously opposition of the Liberals were included in Bill C-2 – The Tackling Violent Crime Act (called Bill C-10 previously). Bill C-2 amended the Criminal Code by (a) Creating two new firearm offences related to stolen firearms and providing escalating mandatory sentences of imprisonment for serious firearm offences; (b) Strengthening the bail provisions for those accused of serious offences involving firearms and other regulated weapons; (c) Providing for more effective sentencing and monitoring of dangerous and high-risk offenders; (d) Introducing a new regime for the detection and investigation of drug impaired driving and strengthening the penalties for impaired driving; and (e) Raising the age of consent for sexual activity from 14 to 16 years.

The choices before Canadians are clear. If you believe that it is time to crack down on violent criminals and repeat offenders, then you should support the Harper Conservatives. The coalition would continue the policies of the Chrétien era that have failed to protect the public.
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