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Black Bear Hunting
Ontario is fortunate to be home to an abundance of forests and wetlands that provide valuable wildlife habitat. Black bear hunting has long history in the province, as have other hunting activities.  In 1999 the province cancelled the spring bear hunt. This corresponded with a sharp decline in licence sales to non-resident hunters. However, licence sales to residents increased. Expenditures by bear hunters appear to have increased steadily throughout the period beginning in 1999.

Participation 
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It was estimated that there were 6,987 resident and 8,163 non-resident bear hunters, for a total of 15,150 bear hunters in Ontario in 1999.  By 2002 non-resident participation was an estimated 7,942. There was a significant change in the number of resident hunters, with an estimated 10,292 active hunters in 2002. These contribute to a total of 18,234, an increase of 20 per cent overall.

Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Provincial Mail Survey Summary Report: 1999 and 2002.
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In 1999 there were 10,264 resident licences and 7,058 non-resident licences sold, totalling 17,322. This suggests that only 80 per cent of resident licence holders actively hunted bear while nearly 99 per cent of non-resident hunters participated.

Prior to 1999 about half or slightly less of the licences were sold to residents. Beginning in 1999 resident licences accounted for closer to 60 per cent of total bear licence sales

In 2002 the Province sold 11,655 resident and 7,942 non-resident licences for a total of 19,597. The participation rate among resident licence holders changed, too. In 2002, 88 per cent hunted. There was no change in participation by non-resident licence holders.

Source: MNR, Fish and Wildlife Branch, Internal data: licence sales. And Provincial Mail Survey Summary Reports: 1999, 2000 & 2002.
Effort


In 1999, it was estimated that bear hunters spent 121,000 days hunting bear. In 2002, the estimated number of days hunted had increased to approximately 136,000. Resident hunters accounted for about two-thirds of this hunter effort. Resident hunters averaged 9.7 days per hunter while non-resident hunters averaged 6.2 days.

Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey Summary Report: 1999 and 2002.
Expenditures


In 1999* bear hunters spent an estimated total of $21 million on products and services directly related to bear hunting. By 2002 this was $27 million. Of this, non-resident hunters spent about two-thirds — a ratio that changed little over the period. 

* Prior to 1999 the survey questionnaire asked slightly different expenditure questions. 

Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey Summary Report: 1999, 2000 and 2002.
Economic Impact

The expenditures made by bear hunters in Ontario in 2002 contributed approximately $32 million to Ontario’s Gross Provincial Income* compared to $25 million in 1999. In 2002, over 600 person-years of employment are estimated to be sustained by these expenditures. Spending by resident bear hunters generated just under one-third of these impacts. This proportion didn’t change significantly for any of the years considered.

* Gross Provincial Income is a measure of the total value added from production of a good or service. For more information refer to the fact sheet on Caveats. 

Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey Summary Report 2002 & Socio-economic Impact Model (SEIM) 7.0.1.
Public Sector Revenue

In fiscal 2002/03, the Ministry of Natural Resources collected revenue for each of the following:

	Resident Bear Licence
	$339,068

	Non-Resident Bear Licence
	$1,171,669

	Sub-total
	$1,510,737

	Other bear related revenue (export permits, etc.)
	$594,579

	Total
	$2,105,316


Sales of black bear hunting licenses generated $1.5 million in revenues to MNR (licence fees net of GST and commission to outside sales outlets). Just over three-quarters of this is attributable to non-resident licence sales.


Licence revenue from the sale of bear licences has fluctuated annually but averages about $1.5 million annually over the period.
All revenues to the Crown associated with hunting bear in Ontario are contributed to the Fish and Wildlife Special Purpose Account.
Source: MNR, Fish and Wildlife Branch. Internal data: Licence Sales.





























































































These Fact Sheets are a project of the Natural Resource Socio-Economic Network (NRSEN) and the Conservation and Planning section that would not have been possible without the collaboration and support of staff throughout the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR).


The information presented in this fact sheet may be cited only with permission of the Conservation and Planning Section of the Lands and Waters Branch of the MNR.


For further information, please contact:


Manager, Conservation and Planning Section


Attn: Socio-economic Analysis Program


Lands and Waters Branch


Ministry of Natural Resources


300 Water Street, P.O. Box 7000


Peterborough, Ontario K9J 8M5








These Fact Sheets are a project of the Natural Resource Socioeconomic Network (NRSEN) and the Conservation and Planning section that would not have been possible without the collaboration and support of staff throughout the ministry. For a complete listing of contributors, please contact the Conservation and Planning Section as below.





For further information concerning the subject matter contained in this fact sheet, please contact:





Manager, Conservation and Planning Section


Attn: Socioeconomic Analysis Program


Lands and Water Branch


Ministry of Natural Resources


300 Water Street, P.O. Box 7000


Peterborough, Ontario K9J 8M5








This fact sheet is intended for internal Ministry use only. The information contained in this publication should be used with caution. For further explanation please refer to the Fact Sheet on Caveats.

