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Ontario is fortunate to be home to an abundance of deer and deer habitat. Deer offer recreational hunters opportunities to participate in the hunt. Nearly 50 per cent more deer licences are sold than moose licences making it by far the most popular big game hunt in the province. The preponderance of resident hunters is striking but there seems to be an increasing trend in the participation of non-resident hunters, particularly in the last half decade.

[image: image3.emf]Number of Licences Sold

-

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

1990/91 1992/93 1994/95 1996/97 1998/99 2000/01 2002/03

Non-resident licences 

(1000)

-

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Resident licences (1000)

Non-resident Resident

Participation 


In 2001 there were approximately 155,100 resident hunters (including farmers’ licences) and 2,900 non-resident hunters for a total of about 158,000 active hunters.

Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Provincial Mail Survey, 2001.

Invariably the number of active hunters is less than the number of licences sold. In 2001 (fiscal year 2001/02) there were 171,035 resident licences (including farmers’ licences) sold and 2,907 non-resident licences sold for a total of 173,942. This means that about 91 per cent of resident licence holders and 99 per cent of non-resident licence holders actively hunted.

In 2002/03 the total number of licences sold was 170,860. The total number has been fairly constant through the past decade. The number of non-resident hunters has tripled but still constitutes a mere two per cent of total licences sold in 2002/03.  Most of the non-resident increase has been in north-western Ontario.

Source: MNR, Fish and Wildlife Branch, Internal Data, 2003.

Effort


In 2002 it is estimated that deer hunters spent 1.2 million days hunting in Ontario.  Resident hunters accounted for 98 per cent of these, at nearly seven days per hunter. Non-residents spent slightly less time hunting, on average, at six days per hunter.

Source: MNR. Postcard Survey (data). 1999 – 2002.

Success Rates


In 2001, about 45 per cent of all hunters harvested a deer. There was no significant difference between residents and non-residents.
Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001.

Expenditures


In 2001 deer hunter expenditures were $84.2 million, with resident hunters spending $79.7million. On average, a deer harvested by a resident cost resident hunters about $1,165.  The expenditure per deer harvested was $3,375 for non-residents.

Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey Summary Report, and Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001.
Economic Impact

The expenditures made by deer hunters in Ontario in 2001 contributed approximately $91.2 million to the Gross Provincial Income* and is estimated to sustain a total of 1,800 person-years of employment. These expenditures contributed roughly $28.5 million in federal, provincial and municipal taxes combined. Non resident expenditures accounted for about 5 per cent of these impacts.

* Gross Provincial Income is a measure of the total value added from production of a good or service. For more information refer to the fact sheet on Caveats. 

Source: MNR, Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001. And Socio-economic Impact Model (SEIM) 6.0.2.
Public Sector Revenue

In fiscal 2002/03, the Ministry of Natural Resources collected revenue totalling $5.6 million from the sale of licences and permits associated with deer hunting. About 85% of those revenues were generated as a result of sales of resident hunting licences. All licence revenues from deer hunting in Ontario are contributed to the Fish and Wildlife Special Purpose Account.

	Resident Deer Licence
	$4,724,729

	Farmer's Deer Licence
	$83,834

	Non-resident Deer Licence
	$516,574

	Second Deer Tag
	$231,537

	Total
	$5,556,673


Source: MNR, Finance and Administration Branch, Corporate Revenue Section. Treasury Conversion Summary.

































































































These Fact Sheets are a project of the Natural Resource Socio-Economic Network (NRSEN) and the Conservation and Planning section that would not have been possible without the collaboration and support of staff throughout the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR).


The information presented in this fact sheet may be cited only with permission of the Conservation and Planning Section of the Lands and Waters Branch of the MNR.


For further information, please contact:


Manager, Conservation and Planning Section


Attn: Socio-economic Analysis Program


Lands and Waters Branch


Ministry of Natural Resources


300 Water Street, P.O. Box 7000


Peterborough, Ontario K9J 8M5











This fact sheet is intended for internal Ministry use only. The information contained in this publication should be used with caution. For further explanation please refer to the Fact Sheet on Caveats.

