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Moose Hunting
Ontario is fortunate to be home to an abundance of forests and wetlands that provide valuable moose habitat.  As a result, moose hunting is a recreational opportunity pursued by many Ontario residents and non-resident hunters from the United States and Canada. This produces employment and income for tourist outfitters, guides and many other Ontarians.

[image: image3.jpg]Ontario




Participation 


In Ontario there a number of different types of moose-hunting permits issued. The first obvious separation is between resident licences and non-resident licences (also called tourist licences). Further delineation between permits for adults and calves or archery and gun is also made.

In 2001/02 there were 111,247 resident moose licences and 2,751 non-resident (tourist) moose licences issued by the province of Ontario. Of the resident moose licence holders, 17,672 had adult validation tags (AVTs). The remainder were limited to hunting calves — unless they hunted in a party with an AVT holder.
The number of Ontario residents participating in moose hunting is lower than the number of hunting licences sold for the same period. It is estimated there were just over 2,700 non-resident moose hunters and about 106,000 resident moose hunters in Ontario in 2001. This implies that close to 100 per cent of non-resident licence holders used their right to hunt moose. Among resident licence holders, 95 per cent of those with AVTs and 95 percent of those with calf-only licences actively hunted.

In 2002/03 the number of licences sold to residents was 112,916 and non-resident licence sales totalled 2,953. Sales have been relatively constant over the past decade, with annual fluctuations greater than three per cent being rare. 

Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR). Provincial Mail Survey 2001, Fish and Wildlife internal data and Hunting Regulations: 2002/2003.
Effort 


In 2002, moose hunters spent approximately 671,000 days hunting in Ontario. Over 99 per cent of this effort was expended by resident hunters. Overall the average was 7 days per hunter.

Source: MNR. Postcard Survey (data). 1999 - 2002.

Hunter behaviour


About 80 per cent of all hunters (resident hunters, with or without AVTs, and non-resident hunters) hunted in a group in 2001.

The average party size reported by resident respondents to the Provincial Mail Survey (PMS) in 2001 was about six members. Among non-resident respondents to the survey the average party size was approximately four.

Slightly more than one-quarter (28%) of resident respondents to the PMS reported lodging with an outfitter and one-fifth used the services of a guide. Among non-resident respondents to the survey, about 96 per cent lodged with an outfitter and 41 per cent used guiding services.

Source: MNR. Provincial Mail Survey, 2001.

Success rates


About 10 per cent of resident hunters report success in harvesting a moose. Comparatively, about 39 per cent of non-resident hunters report success.

Source: MNR. Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001.

Expenditures


Moose hunters spent an estimated $82.8 million on activities, supplies, and services directly related to moose hunting. Resident hunters accounted for roughly 90 per cent ($74 million) or about $700 each, on average. Resident hunters spent roughly $6,500 per moose harvested by residents. Non-resident/tourist hunters spent an average of $9,400 per moose harvested by that group.
Source: MNR. Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001.
Economic Impact

The expenditures made by moose hunters in Ontario in 2001 contributed  an estimated $93 million to the Gross Provincial Income* and sustained a estimated total of 1,800 person-years of employment. 
* Gross Provincial Income is a measure of the total value added from production of a good or service. For more information refer to the fact sheet on Caveats. 

Source: MNR. Provincial Mail Survey (data). 2001. And Socio-economic Impact Model (SEIM), 6.0.2.
Public Sector Revenue

In fiscal 2002/03, the Ministry of Natural Resources collected $4.9 million from the sale of moose licences. This revenue accrues to the Fish and Wildlife Special Purpose Account. About 82 per cent of the total is attributable to Ontario residents.  While only 2.4% of total moose licence sales were non-resident licenses, this contributed almost 18% of the total moose licence revenue.
	Resident Licence
	$4,023,559

	Non-resident Licence
	$875,817

	Total
	$4,899,376


Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Fish and Wildlife Branch. Internal Data.














These Fact Sheets are a project of the Natural Resource Socio-Economic Network (NRSEN) and the Conservation and Planning section that would not have been possible without the collaboration and support of staff throughout the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR).


The information presented in this fact sheet may be cited only with permission of the Conservation and Planning Section of the Lands and Waters Branch of the MNR.


For further information, please contact:


Manager, Conservation and Planning Section


Attn: Socio-economic Analysis Program


Lands and Waters Branch


Ministry of Natural Resources


300 Water Street, P.O. Box 7000


Peterborough, Ontario K9J 8M5































































































This fact sheet is intended for internal Ministry use only. The information contained in this publication should be used with caution. For further explanation please refer to the Fact Sheet on Caveats.

