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Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A9


27 September 2004

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz, M.P.
Room 452-D

Centre Block

House of Commons

Ottawa

Dear Mr. Breitkreuz:



Further to the request of 29 July 2004, I am pleased to provide you with a paper on public funding of private abortion clinics in Canadian provinces.



Should you require further information on this or any other subject, please do not hesitate to contact the Parliamentary Information and Research Service.


Yours sincerely,


Emmanuel Preville

Economics Division


Parliamentary Information


   and Research Service

EP/fg

Encl.
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PRIVATE ABORTION CLINICS IN CANADA

Provincial financial support to private abortion clinics varies between jurisdictions.  Abortions performed in private clinics may by fully covered (both physician and facility fees), partially covered (only physician fees), or not covered at all, depending on the province.  The following information is based on telephone interviews with officials from each provincial department of health during August and September 2004.

NEWFOUNDLAND

There is only one private abortion clinic in Newfoundland.  The Government of Newfoundland fully covers both physician fees and facility fees of abortions performed in the private clinic.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (PEI)

There are no private abortion clinics in PEI.  PEI does not provide any abortion services on its territory, not even in hospitals.  PEI will fund necessary medical abortions for women who travel to another province and get the abortion in a hospital.

NEW BRUNSWICK(
)
There is only one private abortion clinic in New Brunswick.  The Government of New Brunswick only funds necessary abortions (with two physician referrals) in hospitals.  Thus, it does not cover any of the costs incurred in performing abortions in the private clinic.

NOVA SCOTIA

There are no private abortion clinics in Nova Scotia.  However, the Government of Nova Scotia used to fully cover the physician’s fee for the abortion but not the facility fees.

QUEBEC

Private abortion clinics in Quebec do not receive financial support from the Government of Quebec.  However, the physician’s fees are fully covered by le Régime d’Assurance Maladie du Québec (RAMQ).  Private abortion clinics bill patients for facility fees.

ONTARIO(
)
The Government of Ontario fully covers physician fees related to abortion performed in private abortion clinics in Ontario.  Facility fees are also fully charged to the province.

MANITOBA

There is only one private abortion clinic in Manitoba and it is a non-profit organization.  Since April 2004, the Government of Manitoba, through the Winnipeg Regional Health Authorities, provides interim funding for this clinic and fully covers abortion costs.

SASKATCHEWAN

There are no private abortion clinics in Saskatchewan.

ALBERTA(
)
The Government of Alberta fully covers the physician fees associated with abortions performed in private clinics.  The regional health authorities pay for facility fees.  Abortions to be performed after a gestation period of 20 weeks must be performed in hospitals.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

The Government of British Columbia fully covers physician fees.  No facility fees are charged to patients.
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(�)	Information corroborated by the Canadian Health Act Review.


(�)	Idem.


(�)	Idem.
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